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July 23, 2020

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Hope After Loss Board of Directors, it is my privilege to welcome you to the 
Compassionate Care Awards. We are looking forward to an evening of honoring our award 
recipients Dr. David Schmidt and Dr. Jacob McPadden.  Truly, these caregivers went above and 
beyond in their compassion for their patients and families, and for that, we are forever grateful. 

Hope After Loss helps those who experience pregnancy or infant loss to find the inspiration 
of hope by providing connections, comfort, and care. Hope After Loss offers burial support, 
outreach and education, and peer to peer support groups in locations across Connecticut, and 
online. Support group facilitators have all experienced their own loss, each with their own 
story, yet each has been there. Bereaved parents can connect with each other, and be with 
others who “get it.” The model of support offered by Hope After Loss works. I can say this 
with certainty because Hope After Loss helped me when my Nora Kimberly was born still 
15 years ago. I know I would not be where I am today without Hope After Loss, this is why 
I’m so passionate about helping others who walk this path today. Bereaved parents do not 
have to grieve alone, Hope After Loss can sit with them while the waves of grief crash down. 

A very special thank you to our Circle of Hope members, sponsors, and donors for making the 
work of Hope After Loss possible, including our Annual Diamond Sponsor, Bartlett Legal Group. 
It is because of your strong support that we are able to continue to spread Hope.  During this global 
pandemic, we have moved to online support groups, which has allowed Hope to reach farther than 
ever before.  When it is safe to do so, we will be back in person in West Hartford, Manchester, 
New Haven, Waterford, Fairfield, Guilford, and New Canaan.   Hope After Loss also continues to 
train 10-15 support group facilitators a year to lead the peer to peer support groups.  Additionally, 
an average of 6-8 requests for burial assistance support are fulfilled each month.  Hope After Loss 
also provides outreach and education to medical professionals  in hospitals around the state, and 
connects with bereaved parents who don’t have to feel alone. Bereaved parents who will never 
forget. Bereaved parents who now have hope. Because with your help, there is no limit to the 
amount of Hope that can be spread to those who need it. 

Thank you for joining us in hope,

Kimberly Nelly
Kimberly Nelly
Chair 
Board of Directors

Letter from Chair of Board of Directors of
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2020 Compassionate Care Awards

Thursday, July 23, 2020

Program of  Events

7:00 PM

Welcome and Introduction of  Master of  Ceremonies, 
Stephanie Byrd

Welcome and Introduction of  Board Chair, 
Nicole Nalepa WFSB

Board Chair Address, Kimberly Nelly

Master of  Ceremony’s Address, Nicole Nalepa WFSB

Executive Director Address, Christina Mailhos

Musical Performance, John Michael Parker

Presentation of  the 2020 Compassionate Care Awards, 
Nicole Nalepa WFSB

Diamond Sponsor Address, Frank Bartlett

Special Address, Jennifer Cretella

Closing Remarks, Stephanie Byrd



2020 
Compassionate Care Awards

Recipients

Dr. David W. Schmidt
Dr. David Schmidt – nominated by Michelle Raszcewski.  Dr. Schmidt 
supported Michelle through two miscarriages and a subsequent success-
ful pregnancy.  “Compassionate care allows parents to begin the process 
of  grieving and healing.  It is the respect, empathy, support and hope that 
we parents sometimes can’t give ourselves after loss,” said Michelle.  She 
described how after her losses, he made time for her and sat with her while 
she cried and that when she had to be seen for an emergency ultrasound 
when she was pregnant again, he let out an elated sigh of  relief  when they 
all heard the heartbeat.  She sobbed, and while a resident working with Dr. 
Schmidt was caught off guard by the tears, Dr. Schmidt knew what she 
needed. “He stopped what he was doing, acknowledged all the feelings I 
was feeling but couldn’t put into words.” 
   
Dr. Jacob McPadden
Dr. Jacob McPadden, Neonatologist – nominated Dana and Daniel Roma-
no. The Romano’s lost their third son, Julian Daniel, on August 3, 2019. Ju-
lian survived for 36 hours after birth at 34.5 weeks and passed away peace-
fully in his parent’s arms under the care of  Dr. McPadden.   “We nominated 
Dr. McPadden for his incredible amount of  empathy, responsiveness, and 
compassion as we faced the absolute hardest moments of  our lives.” The 
Romano’s told a story of  patience and presence that carried over to the 
months following the death of  their son.  “What is it that we wish all care-
givers would do with their patients? It is being present.  In the moments 
when we feel so weak, so helpless, so confused, being made available can be 
the very thing we need.  Because the reality is, sometimes our caregivers are 
the closest ones we have that have felt what we’ve felt and who have seen 
what we have seen.  And in a time that can feel so isolating, presence is what 
we long for.”



Hope After Loss, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Your support of the Compassionate Care Awards will en-

sure that Hope After Loss continues 
to provide our much needed services - 

(peer support, burial & cremation 
assistance and outreach & education)

to bereaved women, men, and families throughout the 
state of Connecticut and beyond. 

Thank you for joining us today and supporting this cause.

2574 Whitney Ave
Hamden, CT 06518

Phone: (203) 248-9095

 
COFFEE & DONUTS 

DAILY SPECIALS
SOUPS • SANDWICHES • SALADS

AND MORE 



SAVE THE DATE!

 

Stay tuned for more information
after August 1st.f

www.HopeAfterLoss.org

Sunday, October 4, 2020
This year is going to be

a Virtual Event!!

presents
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www.FitandBalancedMom.com
203-915-0728

�omas James McIntosh 
was born sleeping on 

May 22nd, 2017.  
Over the course of his 9 month life, 
he taught every class with his mom 

and big brother, Benjamin. 
His life was short, 

but will never be forgotten.

G-d Bless
You for the 
work you 

do.

James M Shure

John DiCarlo



In Loving 
Memory of

 Jaxen S. Byrd 
and

Kayla Candelora

 Always In 
Our Hearts
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Healthy is healing.
ECHN salutes the invaluable 
work of Hope after Loss.

Making Healthy HappenSM



Contributing to a 
Strong New Haven

onhsa.yale.edu

gsb-yourbank.com

Hope After Loss - GSB is proud to be part of Your Community.

MEMBER FDIC

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1875.

COMMUNITY. BANKING.

“A person’s a person, no matter how small”
Veronica 12/20/03, Jaxen 4/23/13, and Klara Gail 7/8/18



ANDREW ESPOSITO
REALTOR

NOMINEE SPONSOR
NOMINEE SPONSOR

�e Byrd Family



Acelleron Medical Products
Nicole Bajwa

Bartlett Legal Group, LLC, Frank Bartlett
Claudia Esposito

Lee Lee Smith Klein
Fit and Balanced Mom, Kim McIntosh

Kimberly Nelly
Newman’s Own Foundation

Peggy Rosamilla
Steamatic Total Cleaning and Restoration, Vincent Farricielli

Yale Fertility Center
Yale Maternal Fetal Medicine

Yale New Haven Hospital
Denise Weatherman

Warner Financial Group
Jimmy Shure

With Women Wellness
The Family of Samuel Christenson

TransitAmerica Services, Inc.
Christina and Todd Francis

Stephanie Byrd
Uncle Pete to Noah Bartek

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Connecticut
Center for Advanced Reproductive Services

Dr. Michael Berman
Whitney Donut & Sandwich Shop, Julie Louizos

North Branford Family Chiropractic & Wellness Center, Dr. Mark O’Louglin
Thomas Yiannis Hood Memorial Fund

Dr. Steven Peterec
Nikki Tippins

Gridiron Capitol
Renewal By Andersen

Leslie Chapman
Tiffany Spinatto

PitchPines Landscaping
Guilford Savings Bank

For details on how to become a member of the Circle of Hope, 
please visit our website: www.hopeafterloss.org

THANK YOU
to our Circle of Hope members 

for your financial support



Special Thanks
In addition to our Board of Directors and Staff, 

Circle of Hope Members, and Generous Sponsors, 
Hope After Loss Extends A Special Thank You To…

Dr. Michael Berman
Nicole Nalepa, WFSB

Jasmine Blennau, Fairfield University
John Michael Parker

Woodwinds
Our Silent Auction Contributors

2020 Compassionate Care Awards Planning Committee:

Center for Advanced 
Reproductive Services 

 

Our Results Speak for Themselves.

John Nulsen, MD • Claudio Benadiva, MD, HCLD • David Schmidt, MD 
Lawrence Engmann, MD, MRCOG • Andrea DiLuigi, MD 

Farmington
(844) 467-3483

New London
 (877) 860-8044

Hartford
(860) 525-8283

Branford
(203) 481-1707

An academic affiliate of UCONN School of Medicine

uconnfertility.com

Congratulations to our own

Dr. David Schmidt on being awarded

the 2020 Hope After Loss 

Compassionate Care Award!

Stephanie Byrd 
Steven Jacobs

Claudia Esposito
Alicia Loesche

Jacqueline Pisani

Rachel Lowery
Jan Ferraro

Rachel Steigleder
Nicole Bajwa

Christina Mailhos




